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Center for Hope Food Pantry Network 
 

As we know, Clare House is closing on November 25 after the Thanksgiving 
food distribution. RLC has partnered with Clare House for over 30 years! 
Because of this long relationship and RLC's strong support, Clare House 
Director Tina Sipula called a few weeks ago to express her thanks for all RLC 
has done.  
 

At Tina's recommendation, we are continuing our food pantry donations by 
partnering with Center for Hope Food Pantry Network. Center for Hope has two sites in Bloomington – 
a new location at 1308 East Empire that is on three bus routes and another one on Old Colonial Road 
where people live in a "food desert" and don't always have transportation to visit a grocery store. The 
food pantry is a "partial choice" facility. People are given a sack of basic foods and can then choose 
other items that fit their culture or needs. 
 

Center for Hope Food Pantry Network strives to treat each person as though they were Jesus. They 
want each person to have dignity and feel they are worthy. Their approach is somewhat different from 
Clare House’s, because they have the space and funds to provide programs to help break the cycles of 
poverty. The Center for Hope Food Pantry Network website (http://cfhoutreachprograms.org/cfh/cfh-
food-pantry-network/) gives more details regarding their ministry.  
 

Current needs include (http://cfhoutreachprograms.org/cfh/shoppers-club):  
 

• Flour and sugar for baking 
• Paper products (plates, napkins, towels, etc.)  
• Rice 
• Disposable diapers 
• Personal care items 

• Household cleaning products 
• Canned goods to go with holiday dinners 

(similar to what we collected for Clare House) 
• Gift cards, Kohl's Cash, etc., for buying 

underwear or other personal clothing needs 
 

You can continue to leave food and personal hygiene items in the bin outside the church doors or the 
tub between the double doors. Please place clothes and shoes in the Home Sweet Home box at the 
east side of the RLC parking lot and take toys, household goods, and other items to the Mission Mart or 
another charity. 
 

Pat Turner, the director of Center for Hope Food Pantry Network, is faithful and passionate about this 
ministry. She started it 25 years ago when she was a single parent by sharing the food she was given. 
We hope to have Pat come to RLC to tell her story after the first of the year. 
 

Thank you for your continued support of this outreach ministry. If you have questions about it, please 
talk with or email Terry or Janie Houchin.  

http://www.reslutheran.org/index.html
http://cfhoutreachprograms.org/cfh/cfh-food-pantry-network/
http://cfhoutreachprograms.org/cfh/cfh-food-pantry-network/
http://cfhoutreachprograms.org/cfh/shoppers-club


A Special Time of Praise, 
Thanksgiving + Fellowship 
Saturday November 21; 5 to 7 p.m. 

 

You are invited to join us at Resurrection for a special evening of giving praise 
and thanksgiving to our God for what we have been blessed with this past 
year. Additionally, we will share fellowship with one another.  

 

We will begin with a time of worship at 5 p.m. We will lift our voices in song to our God, hear God’s 
word of provision for us, receive the gift of God’s Holy Supper, and return our thanks in prayer and 
thanksgiving for it all. 
 

Then around 6 p.m., we will gather in Grace Hall for a potluck meal and time to share our joys with one 
another. You are encouraged to bring a simple dish to share. Drinks and place settings will be provided.  
 

Please bring friends and neighbors along with you to share in the joy and thanksgiving. 
 

Clare House Thanksgiving Service Project 
Sunday, November 22; 9:30 to 10:30 a.m. – Wear “Live Generously” Shirts 

 

For our Thanksgiving Clare House Outreach on Sunday, November 22, RLC is 
participating in several Thrivent Action Team projects. If you have a "Live 
Generously" t-shirt, please wear it next Sunday. Extra shirts will be available at 
church on Sunday for you to put on. 
 

Thank you to everyone who signed up to bring food items or contributed funds 
for our Thanksgiving Service Project on Sunday, November 22. Please try to 
deliver the food to RLC by Saturday, November 21, so we can set up for the next day. If that is not 
possible, bring it with you on Sunday. 
 

Please join us on November 22 for packing sacks, writing cards, and enjoying time together in 
community. The Worship Team will provide a light breakfast from 9:30 to 10:30 a.m.  
 

Midwest Food Bank Thanksgiving Eve Service Project 
Wednesday, November 25; 6 to 8 p.m. 

 

The Worship Team is sponsoring an all-congregation service night at Midwest Food Bank on 
Thanksgiving Eve from 6 to 8 p.m. Please sign up at the Welcome Center and complete a Volunteer 
Agreement if you haven’t done so already – take it with you that night. 
 

“Christmas Is Here” 
Advent and Christmas Devotional Series – November 29 to January 2 

 

Our Advent and Christmas devotional series from Prince of Peace Lutheran Church in Burnsville, 
Minnesota, is called “Christmas Is Here,” based on each week’s Gospel from Luke. 
 

Again and again, long before we’re ready for it to arrive, Christmas 
is here. And then it’s over. But Christmas is more than a date on the 
calendar. It’s a person, and he is here. Right here, with us and 
among us. It’s called incarnation, God with us, in Jesus Christ. What 
if we open our eyes to see Christmas all around us? What if we look 
at people, not through them, in this season? What if every 
encounter is a meeting with the divine? What if we believe in our 
hearts that the presence of Christ is all around us, and then live like 
it? That is grace. That is love. That is Christmas – and it’s here. 

 

Weekly and daily devotions along with activity pages for kids will be provided.   



 
 

November 21 to 29 RLC Ministry Calendar 
 
 
Sat., 11/21  A Special Time of Praise, Thanksgiving,  
     and Fellowship, 5 p.m. 
 

Sun., 11/22 Worship, 8:15 and 10:45 a.m.  
    Pictorial Directory Sign-Ups after Services 
    Thanksgiving Outreach Project for  
     Clare House, 9:30 a.m. 
    No Sunday School, Zero 39,  
     or Adult Forum  
    Choir Practice, 9:30 a.m. 
    November 28 Spirit Deadline, midnight 
 

Mon., 11/23 No RLC Ministry Events Scheduled 
 

Tues., 11/24 Staff Meeting, 9:15 a.m. 
    Directory Photos, 2 to 9 p.m. 
 

Weds., 11/25 Midwest Food Bank Thanksgiving Eve  
     Service Project, 6 p.m. 
    No Thrive @ St. John’s 
 

Thurs., 11/26 Thanksgiving Day 
    RLC Office Closed 
 

Fri., 11/27  RLC Office Closed 
    Directory Photos, 2 to 9 p.m. 
 

Sat., 11/28  Directory Photos, 9:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
 

Sun., 11/29 Worship, 8:15 and 10:45 a.m. 
     First Sunday in Advent 

    Pastor Barbara Ziah Preaching 
    No Sunday School, Zero 39,  
     or Adult Forum 
    Choir Practice, 9:30 a.m. 
    December 5 Spirit Deadline 
 

Subject to change – for an updated calendar,  
see http://www.reslutheran.org/calendar.html.  
 
 
 
 
 

           Thanksgiving Offering 
 

RLC’s Thanksgiving offerings received after November  
15 will be designated for Midwest Food Bank. Please write  
“Thanksgiving” in the memo line of your checks.  
Special envelopes are available at the usher stand  
in the Sanctuary. 
  

November 22 Lectionary 
 

Scripture references for November 22, 2015, 
Christ the King Sunday: First Lesson – Daniel 
7:9-10, 13-14; Second Lesson – Revelation 
1:4b-8; Gospel – John 18:33-37; and Psalm 93. 
 

Reflection: Even after Israel had experienced 
the vagaries of kings, they still longed for a true 
king to set things right. He would have the 
king’s title of Anointed One (Messiah); he 
would be the “one like a human being” (Son of 
Man) given dominion in Daniel’s vision. Jesus 
is given these titles, even though he is nothing 
like an earthly king. His authority comes from 
the truth to which he bears witness, and those 
who recognize the truth voluntarily listen to him. 
We look forward to the day he is given 
dominion, knowing his victory will be the 
nonviolent victory of love. 
 

November 22 
Prayer of the Day 

 

Almighty and ever-living God, you anointed 
your beloved Son to be priest and sovereign 
forever. Grant that all the people of the earth, 
now divided by the power of sin, may be united 
by the glorious and gentle rule of Jesus Christ, 
our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. Amen. 
     © Augsburg Fortress 2015 
 

http://www.reslutheran.org/calendar.html


 
 
 

Stewardship Commitment Cards and  
Time and Talent Form Reminders 

 

If you haven’t yet had a chance to turn in your 2016 Commitment Cards or Time and Talent sheets, 
please do so as soon as possible. You can mail them to the church office or place them in the offering 
plate during worship. Copies, as well as Simply Giving forms, are available at the round table by the 
Sanctuary doors. 
 

RLC Pictorial Directory Photo Sessions Are Here! 
 

Our Photography Dates and Times: 
• Tuesday  November 24  2 p.m. to 9 p.m.  
      [Only a few timeslots left!]  
• Friday   November 27  2 p.m. to 9 p.m. 
• Saturday  November 28  9:30 a.m. to 4 p.m.  
  [May change to 11:40 a.m. to 4 p.m., so please schedule only afternoon appointments.] 

 

Sign-Up Options: 
• Click the “Portrait Sign-Up” button on the RLC webpage (www.reslutheran.org). 
• Sign up at church on Sunday morning on November 22. 
 

If You Will Be out of Town on November 24 to 28, You Can Still Participate: 
• Please call Lifetouch at 866-756-0281 to schedule an appointment at another location.  
• Our Church Account Number is 338715. 
• You will receive a free color 8X10” portrait and photo directory. 
• You can also submit a photo for a $10 fee. Contact the church office for details or pick up 

information from the display table in the Narthex. 
• Please complete a Directory Update form if you will not be having your photos taken at RLC –

stop by the display table in the Narthex to pick one up.  
• Drop off the form in the basket on the table or mail it to church by November 30. 

 
November Giving and Attendance 

 

Dates Weekly Offering Sunday’s Worship 
Attendance Year-to-Date Giving 

10/26/15-11/01/15 $5,821.00 69 $224,647.81 
11/02/15-11/08/15 $4,701.00 93 $229,348.81 
11/09/15-11/15/15 $3,971.00 87 $233,319.81 

 

This information is preliminary and has not been verified by the Financial Secretary, so it may change slightly after 
verification. For detailed financial information, see the RLC website Member Pages 

(http://www.reslutheran.org/apps/member/login).For an invitation to sign up for access to the Member Pages, 
please contact Mary Meier (MaryMeier@reslutheran.org).  

http://www.reslutheran.org/
http://www.reslutheran.org/apps/member/login
mailto:MaryMeier@reslutheran.org


Christmas: The Real Story  
Tuesday Evening and Sunday Morning Study 

 

On Tuesday, December 1, 8, 15, and 22, from 7 to 8 p.m., and Sunday, December 
6, 13, and 20, from 9:30 to 10:30 a.m., Pastor Brian will lead an Advent study that 
analyzes the nativity narratives in Matthew and Luke. It also draws on Middle 
Eastern cultural insights to make people more aware of the real Christmas story. 
 

The Bible tells a very adult story of Jesus' birth. Social outcasts and Gentiles were 
honored witnesses; a powerful king became fearful and murderous. This course 
explores these issues and reexamines traditional Western assumptions about the 
first Christmas in the context of Middle Eastern customs and culture. 
 

Sign up at the Welcome Center to purchase a book for $12 by November 22. Make checks out to 
Resurrection with “Real Story” in the memo line. 
 

Advent Begins on Sunday, November 29! 
Help Light Our Advent Wreath Candles 

 

Individuals and families are asked to sign up on the Kiosk in the Narthex to help light 
the Advent wreath candles during the early and late worship services on November 
29, December 6, December 13, and December 20.   

 
Winter Worship People Power Needs 

 

We need quite a few worship helpers for Sunday, November 29, Thanksgiving weekend. Pastor 
Barbara Ziah will be our guest pastor and would greatly appreciate your assistance. 
 

Worship People Power sign-ups for December, January, and February have also begun. We are again 
asking folks to serve on a certain week each month.  
 

See the People Power bulletin board in the Nursery Alcove for opportunities. Training will be provided 
upon request. Contact Deb Helgeson (debhelgeson@reslutheran.org; 663-8252) with questions. 
 

Order Poinsettias by Sunday, December 6 
 

Help decorate our Sanctuary for the Christmas season by purchasing a red 
Poinsettia! Flowers cost $10 and may be dedicated in honor or in memory of 
loved ones or in thanksgiving for blessings received or a special occasion. 
Please sign up on the Kiosk and pay by Monday, December 6. Make checks 
out to Resurrection with “Poinsettia” in the memo line.   
 

Worship Helper Needs for Christmas Eve Services 
 

Please sign up on the poster on the People Power bulletin board in the Narthex to help with People 
Power roles during the two Christmas Eve worship services at 4 and 7 p.m. 

 
 
 

Adopt-a-Family 2015 Gifts Due December 1 
 

Thank you to everyone who has signed up to provide Adopt-a-Family gifts. Please bring in your items 
by Tuesday, December 1, and place them under or by the display table. All gifts should be new and 
unwrapped with receipts if possible. If you would still like to donate cash or checks to help support the 
Adopt-a-Family program, you can place them in the black box on the table, and we will send them on to 
Children’s Home and Aid. 
  

mailto:debhelgeson@reslutheran.org


God’s World . . . Our Hands 

Hanging of the Greens 
Soup Supper and Church Decorating 
Wednesday, December 2; 5:30 to 8 p.m. 

 
On Wednesday, December 2, all RLC members and friends are invited to 
our Hanging of the Greens Soup Supper and Church Decorating event 
from 5:30 to 8 p.m.  

 

After enjoying soup, bread, and cookies, we will be making Chrismon tree ornaments and decorating 
the church for the Advent/Christmas season. 
 

If you can bring a crockpot of meat soup, crackers, cookies, or cider, please sign up on the Kiosk. 
 

 

Gingerbread Houses with the Boys and Girls Club 
Friday, December 11, 4:30 p.m. 

 

Lynne Ekdale is using one of her Thrivent Grants to provide a gingerbread house-making experience 
for Kindergartners through 5th-graders at the Boys and Girls Club at 1615 Illinois Street in Bloomington. 
This event will take place from roughly 4:30 to 6 p.m. on Friday, December 11.  
 

Deb Bengtson-Ahrendt will be assisting Lynne, but she would love to have three or four others who like 
to decorate and aren't afraid of getting messy to help out along with some of the Boys and Girls Club 
staff.  
 

If you are interested, you can contact Lynne. 
 

Your Amazon.com Shopping Can Help LSSI! 
 

If you shop at Amazon.com, your purchases can support Lutheran Social Services of Illinois. Sign up 
for AmazonSmile – a portal to shopping on Amazon – and choose LSSI as your designated charity. A 
percentage of all your purchases made through AmazonSmile will automatically be donated to LSSI. To 
register, visit http://smile.amazon.com/ch/36-2584799.  

 
Your Eco-Bit 

Earth-Saving, Energy-Saving Tips and Tidbits  
 

Thanksgiving marks the beginning of the holiday season, with big family 
dinners, extensive gift shopping, and elaborate decorations. But most 
celebrations aren’t just turkey, stuffing, and pie.  
 

According to RecycleWorks, from Thanksgiving to New Years Day, 
household waste increases by more than 25 percent. So, start off your 
holiday season on the green foot by making a few small, eco-friendly 
changes this Turkey Day. It’s easy to get the entire family involved, have 
fun, and decrease the burden on your wallet as well,  
 

For ways to “green up” your Thanksgiving, see 
http://www.earth911.com/home-garden/8-easy-green-thanksgiving-tips . 
  

http://smile.amazon.com/ch/36-2584799
http://www.earth911.com/home-garden/8-easy-green-thanksgiving-tips
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Diabetes: Type 1 or Type II?
By: Advocate Health Care

Prayer: Dear God, in these shorter, darker days, make me aware of your 
stillness, your stability and your love. Amen. 

Many are confused about the difference 
between type I diabetes, also known as 
“juvenile diabetes,” and type II diabetes, 
which is sometimes called “adult onset 
diabetes.” Both have similar symptoms 
but have different causes and different 
treatment protocols. 

Common symptoms: Both type I and 
type II diabetes include dry skin in-
creased thirst and urination, uninten-
tional weight loss, sores that don’t heal, 
increased hunger, blurry vision, numb-
ness in feet and hands.

Common health risks: Both types of dia-
betes can lead to circulation problems, 
which can increase the risk of heart 
attack and stroke. Kidney and vision 
problems can also result from uncon-
trolled diabetes.

Type 1 diabetes is an autoimmune 
disorder. The immune systems of those 
with this condition attack the body’s 
mechanism for producing insulin. This 
condition often develops in children 
and young people, but adults can also 
develop it later in life. People with type 
I diabetes must take supplementary 
insulin through injections or an insulin 
pump. Type I diabetes is not caused by 
“eating too much sugar” or other dietary 
factors. Researchers aren’t sure what 
triggers most cases of type I diabetes, 
but they suspect that it may be genetic 
factors or exposure to a virus. Some 
medical conditions, such as those that 

affect the pancreas, can also cause type 
I diabetes.

Type II diabetes is the result of the pan-
creas being unable to produce enough 
insulin. Causes include both genetic and 
lifestyle factors. For example, drinking too 
much alcohol, being overweight or living 
a sedentary lifestyle can contribute to 
the development of the disease. Individu-
als with type II diabetes may not need to 
take supplementary insulin. Instead, they 
may be able to control their blood sugar 
through diet or other medications. 

If you are concerned about diabetes or 
have a family history of the disease, talk 
to your doctor. He or she can review any 
symptoms that you might have and check 
your blood sugar. 

Increased knowledge and improved treat-
ments now allow people with diabetes to 
live full and active lives.



Resurrection Lutheran Church 
4114 E. Oakland Avenue, Bloomington, Illinois  61704 
(Towanda Barnes Road and Oakland Avenue) 

309-663-8252; www.reslutheran.org 
 

Sunday Worship Services 
 

First: 8:15 a.m.; Second: 10:45 a.m. 
 

Sunday School and Adult Forums 
 

9:30 to 10:30 a.m. 
 

Office Hours: Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday – 8:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
 

Resurrection Staff 
 

Pastor Brian Deckinger PastorBrian@reslutheran.org 

Administrator Nikki Houseman NikkiHouseman@reslutheran.org  

Administrative 
Assistant 

Deb Helgeson DebHelgeson@reslutheran.org  

Communications 
Coordinator 

Mary Meier MaryMeier@reslutheran.org 

Music Director for 
Traditional Worship 
Service 

Doug Reiners  

Director of Praise 
Team 

Sara Quah  

Sound Tech Andrae Ramsey  

Church Cleaner Elda Lowe  
 
RLC Vision:  
 

 Communities claimed and empowered by God for hope and wholeness 
 
RLC Mission:   
 

 Resurrection Lutheran Church exists to: 
  Invite people into the body of Christ, 
   Ignite passionate growth in faith, and 
    Excite believers for lives of service.  
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